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Prova escrita de compreensão de língua estrangeira – inglês 
Leia com atenção o texto abaixo e responda objetivamente as duas questões que se lhe seguem.
It remains for us to define more precisely what we mean by change within the context of Greek and Latin historiography. As I have already implied, the ancient historians were essentially concerned with two types of change: wars and political revolutions. They were not very profound about causes of war and were not helped by the philosophers in grasping the causes of human aggressiveness in war. But they knew how to tell the development of a war and how to describe its consequences. The causes of revolutions they grasped much better, because they were helped by philosophers who had produced a typology of constitutional changes founded on the realities of Greek and Roman life (at least before the empire). In any case, they had gained grate skill in narrating the conduct of a revolution: even a biographer like Plutarch displayed a different awareness of realities when he came to tell the stories of Agis and Cleomenes of Sparta. What ancient historians seem to have found difficult to narrate it’s the slow change in customs and laws in non-revolutionary periods. Unfortunately, we have lost the two major works which intended to give a full account of the social and constitutional changes in Greece and Rome: Dicaearchus’ Life of Greece (third century b. C.) and Varro’s Life of the Roman People. In their absence, we can only state that none of the texts available to us gives a satisfactory account of long-term slow changes in law and customs. We have some excellent static descriptions of the Spartan and the Athenian constitutions (Xenophon, Aristotle), but hardly a good account of their modifications through the centuries.
Arnaldo Momigliano
Essays in Ancient and Modern Historiography. Middletown: Wesleyan University Press, 1987. p. 172-173.
1 – Qual é objetivo do autor no parágrafo acima?
2 – Resuma os principais argumentos.
