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Leia com atenção o texto abaixo e responda objetivamente, em português, as duas questões que se lhe seguem.

“Writing this book has been a bit like the early motoring it describes: sudden breakdowns and forced detours, fresh encounters and chance discoveries. I set out to explore the roots of our automotive love affair. Why did Americans first welcome cars? How did the reception relate to other trends of the early twentieth century? How did the romance change over forty years? This destination remained constant throughout my journey, but the route I eventually took was quite unanticipated. Indeed, starting out as a casual Sunday drive through neighboring countryside, my trip lengthened into a cross-country jaunt through unfamiliar territory. 

At first I planned to examine the car’s effects on New York, my home city. By concentrating on just one city, I hoped to access the car’s meaning within a particular geographical context. Such a work would have fit well into a growing body of environmental impact literature, and following the lead of several urban historians, I began to look at trolleys, horses, streets, commuting, patterns, suburbs, urban planning, accident rates and road building. After six months of research, however, I decided that I had not gotten very far. Influenced by the anti-automobile arguments of the 1970s, I found myself concentrating on negatives, such as pollution, traffic, and central-city deterioration. Moreover, from personal experience, I could not help feeling that New York had been ill served by cars, and I projected this attitude back into the early years of this century. Yet, as a historian, I felt a responsibility to step back and take up the view of the earlier period. This is, I may not like what cars have done, but people back then did. Why? 

A thought suddenly occurred – one of those conceptual flashes that seems obvious enough in retrospect but is jarring at the time: Why not look at what Americans actually did with their cars rather than try to judge what cars did to Americans? In other words, perhaps, the car’s appeal might be better revealed by looking at motorist behavior rather than looking at effects, which are unanticipated and hard to measure. Since car use was primarily recreational before World War II, I decided to focus on motor touring. Why did people like to take car trips? What did they do on those trips? At this point, I stumbled on the Library of Congress’s large collection of touring literature, I was off on my own cross-country tour. 
It was fascinating to read what motorists had to say about early touring, for they experienced a sense of novelty and adventure that has long since been lost. This material also led me to new research avenues. Writers commonly contrasted motoring with previous train experiences. The many tourists who carried camp equipment claimed liberation from bad hotels. Complaints against these established travel institutions revealed a broad critique of early twentieth-century America, while the case for cars reflected new trends in family organization, health maintenance, leisure patterns, and class structure. Since this case revealed why Americans welcomed cars at a particular time in History, I decided to devote considerable space to the rail and hotel context. (…) 
I became particular interested in auto-camping, which changed remarkably quickly from romantic retreat to public institution to private business – the tourist camp or motel. For several reason, I decided to spend the rest of my time retracing these evolution. For one thing, the motel was there, relatively untouched by scholarly hands, ready for serious treatment. In part the historian in me delighted in detailing process – the fascinating way that one year’s novelty becames next year’s out-of-date. 
BELASCO, Warren J. Americans on the Road. From Autocamp to Motel: 1910-1945. Baltimore and London, The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1979.

1. Qual foi o percurso da pesquisa descrito pelo autor? 

2. Quais razões levaram o autor a interessar-se pelo assunto descrito nos últimos parágrafos?      
